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How?20 Cannibal King.s
Proposed ToMe*

No American Girl Was
Ever Wooed Like This
One, Who Went All Over
Javage
AfricaUn-
attended

Cannibal King No. 7 Bringing a
Crocodile to Miss Simonton as
an “Engagement” Present

The Wonderful Headdress Miss
Simonton Conld Have Worn
Had She Married Cannibal King

No. 1 Who Ruled in the Congo.

only white woman who ever

well Inte the African jungle
wnescorted by white men. Mies
Bimonton la a Pittsburgh girl, so
perhaps that was why she wasn't
frightened. To study the habite
Rud customs of Lhe natives at
first hand, she spent a year in
the Weat Afrlean cunnlbal country
eb the llne of the e¢quator, and
Among the most interesting of her
experiences were the proposals of
marringe sha recelved from time
to time from some twenty cannibal
klugs. She tells here for the first
time the strouge story of this
lomance of the jungle.

Miss Simonton 18 now enzuged
In writing a novel founded upon
her investigations in the Jungle
Tbo book, entitled “Hell's Play-
ground,” is to be published Ly the
MacMillan Company within the
next few months.

——

By Ida Vera Simonton

WENTY proposals In twelve
months—and all from cannl
bal kings, That was part of

my experieonces lo the West African
Jungle, and 1 thiok it constitutes a
record.

Not that I am at all vain about it,
for, after all, 1 was the first white
woman these savages had evelr goan,
and it wes undonbtedly the novelty
of my appearsnce vather thapn nny
persone! clwrms | might have pos
geaxed that led them to make ad-
yancos Lo me

The scepe of this romance wWas
8l the Ogowe River, which follows
the ine of the equator o the French
Coligo. The river ia Uned with
dense forests, Inhabited by gorlllas,
8pes, ohimpanze pythons nod

lm& VERA BIMONTON Ia the

most strapge was the fact that 1 had
neither master mnor husband, fof
among them every woman becomes
# wife at the uge of ten or twelve,
und their status is that of chatiels.
Shortly before we arrived at
Lamberene, s governmoent and fols-
sion statlon, 1 recelved my first
cannibal proposal It was from
Orungu, & Nkomi chief, who had
heard of me some days before and
bad traversed the jungle to Imeet
me He came loaded with gifts—
patlve knlves, tom-loms, l::ads and
ual mueleal jpstruments,
¥ ih;n(.ﬂ‘cred to make wme his chief
wife—he had twelve already. Itold
him through an interpreter that
with us thirteen wns unlucky, and
I was loo superstitious to accept
itls offer. But he wouldn't be dis-
missed. He sald he would dismiss
one of his other wives and then I
would be the twelfth, and I laugh-
ingly told bim [ conldn't conasent

They had been sent by the native
chlef, & cannoibal by the name of
Akanda. One wss the keeper of his
wives, and the two others wera
her assistants. They brought gifts
and wanted 1o take me back with
them to bhogome a wife of the chief.
They enlarged upen tho dellcacy of
cannibal fare.

“Man Ketch pass all other ﬂma
for aweel for black man’s mouth,
they gald, which transiated Into
English, means that “human flesh
{s the best eating of sll”

Respectfully, 1 declined their
offer, declaring that I had to com-
tinus my travels.

When [ lJeft Lambarene, the
French commandant Insisted upon
furnishing me with a canoe, pad-

d

“OF course all the Kings didn’t propose to me at once. But I felt like a little girl in a strang®

ring-around-a-rosy game, with the ring mede up of the 20 Kings and
their astonishing ‘engagement’ presents.”

blg Senegaless guard stretched full
length on the grouna at my feefl,
and ha would qulet my fears, As
suring me that so barm weuld come
to me while he was around, and [
belleved him

After travelllng many mlles Into
the interior, | made my permanent
headguarters on a small {aland In
Lake Fernand-Vaz, almoest upon the
equator., My nearest white nelgh-
bor was forty mlles away Cannibul

teeth and snake

gorillas, hippo
kir atvong the most re-

skins were
warkable,
Then, In the most matierolbfact
manner the mwossenger would begln
te puck up oy things for me and
announce his readiness to lead the
way back to his chilef. taking It ab-
solutely for granied that 1 would ac
cept Wh I refused to go, the
gavage would le stricken almost
domb with surprise Later, his

Other troplesd 515 My object :u“ll_mL He got real ln!;;',l'“ \Me dlers, an interpreter and & I:n.illlm'r settlements were all around me, ak chiel would tome person, and
%as to study the natives of the You think you ftlu.‘} Iﬁ(:e L i escort of savages. The latter he though on the island Itsel! the only aftar 1 hud econvine hitn that [ The
fungle at first hand, upd as | could Quick maks you ";- [ have 00 clajmed, were absolutely NEcessaATY, other human inhabitants besides  reslly couldn’t aceept the honor he I
Bel uw whilte -er-'-c::| to avcolnpany wives,” he sald, an X . these for I was in the very midst of the mysell and my¥ servanta were u can- wighed to confer on me, he would ll‘l‘lPDl‘nl
e 1 ,.-,,“1;:,. .]"I o AlOTE. doubt he would, f"”"“-—al:‘“sg ellal. cannibal country, where two white nibal chief and his family march around my quarters examin- R

Aty "'o'n ';";.'1.-1': oo The: toRmaE savages fat ls tfm cardina tPOm men had juet been devoured by the I hadno’t been on the island many Ing my furaiture, picturea and other Major
which left o te Lopez. a lttle Of beauty In the course of W¥  gavages, and he would ot permit  weeks before this chief, who had  houselold articles

ruill-‘--m:-lt- .d: -h.-‘ const, declaraq  Lravels In el JuRpe 3 o ftu.r- me to go further inland without updertaken to protect me, offered The thing that attracted them Domo-ess of
1hll'”iltk -.1 ' .,'!{']‘ll-ll for ‘me to ven- When a siin gr tmmi o twluotht e to make mo his wife. He pointed  most was a plece of white oilcloth,
e II'P-ITP“S'L. A 'ﬂjmm ot teen is betrothed she i lpu gy e 1 consented, and thars 1 Was, out that In that way I would be ab. wlhich covered my dining table and Cannibal
h&d-"'t‘t-’v et 'I"‘:j]' the way from fattening house, whera she I8 hpr- practically all alone in wsavage golutely safe from the dangers of  which was decorated with a bold i
Am:-— travelled al ;1 3 g-. o_m;; close and !nuenyd in Lhe‘mdusl :“ Africa, surrounded by mystery and the fungle. whersas, alone 1 was conventional floval design of Sstnine King

L 1 e R deciied to. YiDis muEnnan Biie s fotae e the charin of the great forests always al the mercy of my servants, tomato red The savage loves red,
what 1 was after, and 1 decid o bapsneas all day loug. The ratlon afloat upon numerous rivers In & who might at any Ume prove Aod Ehass cansiibals b ared me Al No. 6's
{1} thn:q;l‘. with it for & man in the jungle conslsts of  4,.54t canoe with a amall deck- treacherous. of inducements to part with It

At Cape Lopez thers were only only three bananas a day, but these pouse in the stern, with almost Naturally, T had to be most dipio =s and chlefs who came to pro- Harem,
Iwenty.eone white men and not a poor girls are made to consume from gpyde negroes for paddlers. an Eng- matic In refecting bim, although ap- pose, remalned to trade, gliving me
single white woman. 1 remained S . {5 pwenty, t-sides a mass of ixh mission native for Interpreter parently he was not at all sensl-  [vory, animals skins, fruits. egzs Who
tbere for three weeks waltlng for foo-foo as the native banana bread _and Senegalese and Madagascar tive about 1t, for he let everyone chickens and nxtive trinkets for the
the salling of the little steamer 10§ .alled. By the time the martiage pgrive guards! The guarde them- know how he had fared, and the things they coveted Ona nativa Brought
take me up the Ogowe River into takes piace, the bride is fairly wab-  alves would have stricken terror result was that | was besloged with chief who had besrd of the tomato

e interfor. The boat was plloted  pune in fat, and that was the pros-  y5e5 the hearts of most people, for  offers from other chiels, who red ollcloth and visited me oat of Miss

¥ 2 giant savasge 'As we salled up pec: the Nkoml cannibal held oul ¢hay were cannibals at heart if not thought they migh: be more suc. curlosity. offered to maks me ht; :
the river this savige called my at- to me’ in practise, but 1 had great confi- censful chie? wife if I would g;;.', it te. him Simonton
tention from time to time to the It was only by promising to coR- dance In thelr loyalty to the French. These ~hials had various wars of | remained on the istand r.-!;it
hidoous monkeys jnmping from tree  gider the offer that T was able 1o On several occasions they saved me  proposicg. Thae first T knew, In the 1w <ths and in the Fretch Conzo Her
o tree, huge twenty-foot prthons  get rid of him. from my paddiers and servants, who  majority of cases, that | dud smit-  tweive months altogether., During
munning themse!ves near the shore 1 stayved at Lambarene for fuﬂur became (ntoxicated, mutinied and ten the heart of a chief, was when that time. at lesst twenty of the Offer of
&nd the noses of crocodiles sticking  wasks, making many excursions would bave destroyed me. a messenger wou'd arrive from his  native kiugs and chiefs proposed .

Up out of the mud into native towns and studying the At pight, when 1 lay awake In my  highness bearing me gifts. Thase marriage 0 me.  They all offared Marriage.

The news that a whitle WOmAD  gayages at close range. Inone town, Jjttle camp bed undar a small tent, gifts were of all kinds. A dead to fatten me, coneluding that | re-

Waz in the fungle travelled quickly,
fnd whanever the boat stopped the
Bhore wns crowded with curlous na-
Uves,

" The thing that struck them as

away up in the Ashire forest, 1 wns
approached by a delegation of three
nutive women rigged up In oos-
tymes more Judicrous than any-
thing ever sean in musioal comady.

oppressed by the terrific heat and
thinking of the savagery all around
me and the wild bearts kept at bay
only by the fires bulit around ua 1
occanionally reached cut to Buby, the

snakas, zn elephant's ear, and alll.
gator's egge, skins of wild animals
heavy with decaring flesh and odor,
carved ebonies and Ivorles, skulls
of apes. monkeys. antelopes. apd

jected them because of my thin-
ness, for 1 weighed onlr 110 pounds
Thay offered to make me a member
of thelr welrd sacret sccietlies, aven
of the sacred Bondua.

Miss Vera Simonton Who Traves
ed All Through Savage and
Urknown Africa by Herself.

They serenaded me night after
night, making the jongle hjdeous
with the everlasting racket they
made on their tom-toms, gong-sougs
and the mihambi, Welrd and wild
wera thelr tunes, but anything buat
musical

That [ escaped harm from thase
rejected cannibals Is really miracos
lous, and I owe my salvation maln-
¥ to the feur they all had for the
Trench Government, under whose
protection they knew [ was Bul
though It was all very flattering It
was dangerous, and although the
prineipal dungers of the Africap
fungle ara believed to be the slesp
ing slckness, the wild beasts and
canniballam, T think the principal
danger [ ran was in rejecting the
sddresses of the twenty cannibal
kinge who proposed to me.
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